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           Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ                    
December 18, 2022
Matthew 1:18-24

  

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When 
his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet 
unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. 
Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is 
through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. 
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, “God is 
with us.” When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him and took his wife into his home.  

Reflection
Where is the place you are the most comfortable? The place 

that is the anchor of your life, and the place you long to be? If you 
said church, you might get extra holiness points; but you don’t sleep 
in church (at least I hope not); you don’t relax in church or eat your 
meals or entertain visitors there. For most of us, the place we long to 
be while we live on this earth is our home. It is our comfort and 
security. It is more than just a building; a home is our resting place, 
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Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman              
Vice-Minister: Kevin O’Connell 
Secretary: Janet  O’Connell 
Treasurer: Tom Geissler   
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Cheryl Griese                                               
Sacred Heart Provincial         
Spiritual Assistant:                                            
Br. Ed Arambasich, OFM 

Next Gathering ~ Saturday 
after 3rd Thursday Council 
Mtg.~11/19/22~9:30-11:30am.              

Council meets 3rd Thursday at 
6:15pm~~Mtg  Rms. 1 & 2                                    
Church of  St. Andrew 

Liturgy of the Hours                   
No Liturgy

Begin: Pg.                                              
Canticle Zechariah: Pg. 691           
Closing Prayer~Pg.                                                                                                             
~Next Gathering                     
Saturday December 1o, 
2022~Christmas Gathering at 
Pullman Place ~                  
Scripture                Psalms 

 Spirit Deadline.                           
Day 25 of each month.                  
Eva Jahnke, OFS~Editor.                                                                 

Jesus, Mary & Joseph…Pray For Us

THE  SPIRIT 
 Holy Spirit….Consume in me whatever prevents me from being consumed by You…
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our domain and our refuge. To be invited into another person’s home is an 
honor.  For Mary, unmarried and with child, Joseph’s home provided 
safety and security.

           God promised in the Old Testament that He would always 

protect the widow, the orphan and the oppressed. Through Gabriel’s 
greeting, “Hail Mary, full of grace” God is keeping His promise. The 
grace of God is not stagnant. It doesn’t just sit there; grace is proactive. 
Mary and Jesus become the faithful remnant of God’s people who 
squandered their promised land by worshiping the pagan gods of their 
neighbors. It is a new era, and God offers this new covenant to all people, 
not just the Jews. This is our opportunity to enter into that grace; to fully 
participate in the New Covenant by entering the safety of the house of 
Joseph with Mary and her baby.                                                                                              

Saint Francis was the first to honor this event with a crèche 
and manger scene. He felt God’s grace intensely. That grace, that 
overwhelming love of God is very much alive today, we just have to work 
a little harder to be a part of it; as Francis and his brothers spent their 
life doing.  Deacon Kim Jensen                         
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Please   pray   for:   

 Jean Bolton, Robert Kohler, Dennis Gatenby, Pat & Jerry 

Hendrickson, Tom & Karen Geissler, Sue Stone. 

 The gi' of life…that all people would respect, protect and 

cherish life in all stages.    

For Holy Mother Church to be cleansed, and purified according 

to God ’s Will.  

 For  new vocaCons for holy priests and sisters, & for all 

branches of the Franciscan family.. 

 Holy Spirit we call down Your Mighty Healing Power upon your 
children, our country and Holy Mother Church.  Please grace us with 
the giF of praying well, inspiring a New, Deep Abiding Love for You.  
Spirit of Truth come into our hearts; shed Your light upon the naMons, 
so they can praise You in unity.                                                                       
God the Holy Spirit have mercy on us.     Amen     

TREAT SCHEDULE 

Christmas Gathering 

 It was decided to have the 

Christmas Gathering on 

Saturday, December 10th 

from 9:30-11:00.             

We will have the party at 

Pullman Place. Pat H. has 

reserved the community 

room for us!  The potluck 

will be a brunch and loads 

of FUN!!

     Wisdom of Fulton J. Sheen

               

 

God walks into your soul with 

silent step. God comes to you 

more than you go to Him. 

Never will his coming be what 

you expect, and yet never will 

it disappoint. The more you 

respond to his gentle pressure, 

the greater will be your 

freedom.
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1. Hail — “Hail” is an affectionate greeting.  The 
angel, however, uses it to congratulate Mary.  The 
Church, in order to show us that just as Eve brought 
us death, Mary brings us life, tells us in Her hymns 
that She is the opposite of Eve. — In this sense, the 
angel’s greeting should be extended to all of 

humanity. — Praise Mary for this step in Her life, and congratulate yourself as well, because through 
Her your soul has been made a child of God...  
                                                                                                                                                                                                   
2. Full of Grace — And very full!  All of the saints, and even the angels, were only given grace in 
fragments.  Only Mary was given the fullness and totality of grace. — She would stand out from all 
the other creatures because of this fullness of grace.  It is necessary to know what grace is in order to 
understand the angel’s words.  Think about what grace is for everyone else... it is a divine being, 
something from God which is communicated to man to divinize him, because it really gives him the 
title of “son of God” and gives him the right to inherit from the Eternal Father... for if he is a son of 
God, he is an heir of Heaven.  Now think… if grace does this in everyone else and thereby sanctifies 
and divinizes them... what would it do in Our Lady who has the fullness and plenitude of grace?  If 
She possesses the fullness of grace then we must go to Her if we wish to participate in this grace.  
What is more, if She was already full of grace, how could She grow in grace throughout Her life?  
This is a mystery.  A full glass cannot receive any more water; yet nothing is impossible for God.  In 
every passing instant God could increase the precious glass of Her soul and, in that way, being always 
full, the grace within Her could always increase.

3. The Lord is With You — The angel would say, “more so with you than with me”... and more so 
than with all creatures.  He is with you, totally possessing you.  There is nothing in Mary that is not 

possessed by God and that does not belong to Him.  God is also with us... but inadequately so!  — We 

don’t let God take total control of us like Mary does.  What is more, He was with Her from all 

eternity.  He thought of Her and delighted in Her, even before He created the universe.  He will be 
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  Meditation 12                             

The Annunciation

Hail Mary
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with Her forever, and that’s why He has wanted to unite Himself to Her so intimately that She would 

be His Mother and He would be Her Son.  Think of how Jesus wants it to be the same with you and 

that is why He searches for you and He calls you and He unites Himself to you through grace, and 

even more intimately through communion…

4. Blessed Are You Among Women — Just as sin came into the world through a woman, grace and 
redemption came through Her.  All generations will remember Eve to curse her... all will remember 

Mary to bless Her.  Eve was the bad mother, the stepmother who gave death to Her children...  Mary 

is the true mother who lovingly gives us life.  All of humanity directed all of its hatred against 

woman, despising her and treating her with cruelty.  Mary is the one who restores and elevates woman 

in such a way that She becomes the most elevated creature who occupies the highest place in Heaven.

5. Blessed Is the Fruit of Your Womb — Although these words came from St. Elizabeth and not 
from the angel, they are so united to the words of the angel that the Church brings them together in 

the same prayer.  They are glorious words for Mary because they say what Her Son is and will be.  In 

the end, if She will become blessed by all, it will be because of Her Son.  In this blessed fruit we will 

all find salvation that Eve lost for us by giving us the fruit of sin.  Mary will save us by giving us that 

fruit of sanctification which is called Jesus…                                                                                                 

…Always pray the Hail Mary with great veneration. — Make sure to be faithful to the rosary, 

etc…  Don’t forget to greet Mary in the Angelus. — Whenever you pray it, remember the great mystery 

of the Annunciation and ask Mary to fill you with graces so that the Lord may desire to be with you 

too, and, in this way, you may participate in Her happiness and blessedness forever…         
homeofthemother.org______________________________________________________________
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                                          …DECEMBER….MONTH  OF THE HOLY INFANCY…                                                                         

ADORABLE  Child Jesus, in You wisdom resides, divinity dwells, and all eternal riches are found.  

You are the beauty of heaven, the delight of the Angels, and the salvaBon of humankind.  Here I am 
prostrated at Your feet.  O Source of innocence, purity, and holiness.  Although I am a slave of sin, I 
belong to You by the undeniable right of your sovereignty…O lovable Child, grant that as a result of 
my total devoBon to honoring the mystery of Your divine Childhood, I may have the 
happiness~~~through the mediaBon of Your holy Mother and St. Joseph, Your foster father~~~to 
live all the rest of my life in You, and under the direcBon of Your Divine Spirit….I hereby render to 
You as my Lord~~my King and my most adorable Savior~~I give you all of my love and devoBon. 



San Damiano Fraternity     Seraphic Father Francis pray for us December  2022

SAN DAMIANO  FRATERNITY  MEETING  MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 17, 2022

6:15 PM meeting started with a prayer from the Ritual of the Secular Franciscans.

This meeting was held at St. Andrew’s meeting room 2

Council Members Present:  Minister:  Ron Zachman, Treasurer:  Tom Geissler,  
Secretary:  Janet O’Connell, Councilor: Cheryl Griese (speaker phone), Vice Minister:  
Kevin O’Connell  Other members in attendance: Christopher Mathias, OSF.  

Janet read the minutes from October 20, 2022.  The suggestion was made to include in 
the minutes that all fraternity members received the regional report via email. That 
addition was accepted. Tom made a motion to accept the minutes, Kevin seconded the 
motion, and the motion carried.

Tom presented the treasurer’s report.  We have 19 members and fair share is $60 each 
member. Kevin made a motion to accept the report, Cheryl seconded and the motion 
was carried.

1.  Next month the annual report is due.  There is a new form available in 
November-it may already be on the website.  Please preview the report before 
the meeting so we can discuss it and make corrections as needed. We will need 
three copies of the annual treasurer’s report. 

2. The December council meeting has been changed to Wednesday, December 
14th at 6:00.  Ron will check on meeting space at St. Andrew’s. 

3. Ron has the list of the elected national ministers. 

4. Ron cleaned out the Franciscan closet in the cafeteria.  He will bring the items to 
the fraternity meeting on Saturday to distribute and decide what we need to keep. 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5. We need to budget for retreats this year as well as formation materials. 

Tom made a motion to close the meeting. Janet seconded the motion.  The meeting 
ended with prayer.

Notes from General Fraternity Meeting 11/19/22:

1. Christmas party:  It was decided to have the party on Saturday, December 10th 
from 9:30-11:00.  We will have the party at Pullman Place. Pat Hendrickson 
has reserved the community room for us!  The potluck will be a brunch.  The 
sign up was passed around. 

2. We discussed the possibility of holding meetings in spaces to accommodate 
lapsed members–such as community rooms or members homes.There is no 
formation for December because of the Christmas party.  January formation 
assignment is to read the first chapter in St. Francis of Assisi by Chesterton.  
Please contact Deacon Kim if you need a copy. 
     Respectfully Submitted by Janet O’Connell, San Damiano Secretary     
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________         

                                      HAIL ST. FRANCIS                         
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Happy Birthday Fraternity Members  
May God GiB You With Peace 

December                                                        
Cecelia Jensen, OFS…13th                                                         

Margaret Caswell, OFS…17th                           
Jean Bolton, OFS…21st                                        
Sue Stone, OFS…25th.                                  

January                                                                
Barb Zachman, OFS… 2 

 May Our Awesome God bless you               
abundantly in the coming year! 

Pope Francis IntenLons                  
December 2022                                                                                                            

Volunteer Not-for-Profit OrganizaLons 
We pray that volunteer non-profit 

organizaBons commiWed to human 

development find people dedicated to the 

common good and ceaselessly seek out 

new paths to internaBonal cooperaBon. 

Hail St. Francis, our father and patron,                       
Seraph Saint of love divine.                                          

Bless thy children in prayer assembled,                           
true and trusting at thy Shrine.                                                     

Teach us O Francis like thee to surrender.                                                                                                              
All to our savior with hearts pure tender.                                                                                            

Father dear, thy love to share,                             
Seraph of love, O hear our prayer.                                                               

                                                                                                                                                               
Hail St. Francis, our father and patron,                           

saint of calvary glorified.                                                          
Lead thy children in tearful repentance,                          

unto Christ who for us died.                                                    
Teach us O Francis in life’s bitter trial.                                          
Like thee to glory in pain and denial                            

Father dear,, our cross to bear,                                      
knight of the cross, O hear our prayer.

~It is your moments of decision

That your destiny is shaped~


